WARRIOR ANTS AND WHITE ANTS

where this is practicable, quantities of boiling water are
poured upon it; where it is unpracticable, owing to the
distance from the house and water, heaps of dry wood are
piled into the openings and then set on fire. A great many
are killed, and as many, perhaps, escape; but the nest is
invariably deserted within a few days; and, if it was the only
one in the neighbourhood, one may be safe from similar
visitations for years to come.

White ants, as everybody knows, are not really ants,
chiefly because, owing to the beautiful long wings of their
females and males, they have been classed in the order of
Neuroptera, to which ants do not belong. Nevertheless,
they are very hymenogteric in their habits and in the
constitution of their monarchies, and their appellation,
'ants/ is certainly not a case of Incus a non lucmdo.

As objectionable pests and sources of annoyance, they
run their warrior cousins very close, although blood-
thirstiness does not form part of their character. They
stand, in relation to the warrior ants, as a gang of thieves
working in the silence and darkness of the night would stand
in relation to a band of highway robbers and murderers. All
the same their workers, when your skin happens to come
into contact with them, inflict severe pain; but it appears to
be a secretion rather than a bite, as they do not get hold
with their mandibles; also, the pain is instantaneous, like
the burning of a very virulent nettle, and spreads over the
whole area of the contact. All animals carefully avoid
treading among white-ant workers. Unlike the females
and males, which, when they have shed their silky mantle
of wings, are. merely ugly brown beetles, these workers, of
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